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Dear Linda ,
 

Districts Face Ques�ons in Spending Long-term
Bonds for Short-Lived Technology
Dec. 17, 2012 | By John Fensterwald | www.edsource.org
 
EXCERPT: Is it legal to buy personal computers for students using school
construc�on bonds? And if it's legal, is it wise to pay interest long-term on
devices with a short shelf life?
     Last month, the Bond Oversight Commi�ee for Los Angeles Unified balked
at endorsing Superintendent John Deasy's plan to buy tablet computers with
bonds intended primarily for building and renova�ng schools. In doing so, the
Commi�ee raised ques�ons that other school districts also should be asking.
     There's no unqualified answer to the ques�ons that the Bond Oversight
Commi�ee asked, and school districts like San Diego Unified and Riverside
Unified have come to opposite conclusions. What all agree on, however, is
that the state needs to provide legal clarity and, most importantly, dollars.
     ... There's no disagreement that school bond funds can be used to upgrade
wiring, install wireless receivers and pay for computer management systems.
Bonds can also be used to train system managers. But laptops, tablets and
netbooks - devices that cost anywhere from $200 to $800 - are a different
ma�er. Unless the financing is structured carefully, taxpayers could end up
paying interest on 25- or 30-year bonds used to buy devices that only last a
few years. 
     The average life of an asset, whether a building or furniture, should match
the length of financing as a rule of thumb. ...
     ... One problem is that law and interpreta�ons of it haven't kept up with
technology. A state a�orney general's opinion from 1963 said that districts
could use bond funds to stock a new school's library but not to buy
replacement volumes. In the 1990s, the a�orney general's office took the
posi�on that districts couldn't use bond funding to buy textbooks. Two
decades later the comparable ques�on is, are netbooks more analogous to
library books or textbooks? And, as learning shi�s to the Internet and takes
place 24/7, shouldn't students be able to take home equipment that's
integral to learning? Rubin, English and others say it's important for the
a�orney general and the Legislature to clarify the condi�ons under which
districts can use bond money on technology. ... 
     To read the complete ar�cle please visit: www.edsource.org/today/2012/
districts-face-ques�ons-in-spending-long-term-bonds-for-short-lived-technology/24034

San Diego County - Pay-to-Play
Grand Jury Indicts New Defendants in South 
County Corrup�on Probe  
Dec. 27. 2012|Wendy Fry & Sarah Grieco|www.nbcsandiego.com
 
EXCERPT: A Grand Jury returned indictments for a few school administrators
and key players in the Sweetwater Unified School Board scandal on Friday,
according to one of the defendant's a�orneys.
     The Grand Jury began mee�ng in early November in a major "pay-to-play"
public corrup�on case.
     Prosecutors say the school officials traded their votes on mul�-million
dollar construc�on contracts for gi�s and other favors. 
     A no�ce le�er issued to former Sweetwater Superintendent Jesus Gandara
states the Grand Jury has filed 22 counts of felony crimes, and eight
misdemeanors against the defendant, who has already pleaded not guilty to
some of the charges.
     According to court documents, the felony crimes against Gandara issued
this week include extor�on, receiving a bribe, conspiracy to commit a crime,
perjury by declara�on and conspiracy to defraud another of property. 
     Gandara's defense a�orney, Paul Pfingst, said he was not surprised about
the indictments.    "We were an�cipa�ng an indictment with the possibility of
new defendants being added," Pfingst said. 
     Current board members Bertha Lopez and Jim Cartmill are among those
named in the indictment and the San Ysidro schools superintendent Manuel
Paul, two separate law enforcement sources told NBC 7 San Diego.
     As NBC 7 Inves�gates first reported in August, Paul said in a June 20
deposi�on that he accepted $2,500 in cash from a contractor in 2010 in a
Chula Vista parking lot. The cash exchange came to light as part of a lawsuit
between a former contractor, Art Castañares, and the San Ysidro School
District. ...
     To read the complete ar�cle please visit:  www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/s
weetwater-san-ysisdro-indictment-san-diego-185077431.html 
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Operation Standards
CBOC Best Practices 
This 9 page document
provides a basis for CBOCs
to do a self- assessment of
their operations and
identify training needs.
1. Legally Required
2. Best Practices
3. Local Requirements
calboc.org/docs/
BestPractices_5.09.pdf

Reviewing Financial & 
Performance Audits
It is the responsibility of 
members of CBOCs to alert
the public to any waste or
improper expenditure of
 bond money.   The 3 page PDf
covers:
1. Accountability requirements
2. Understanding the audit
3. Sample ques�ons to ask
PerformanceAudits.pdf

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001VrYNczF4h_xpEnXRYvwARL-vjDrlRpO1HDBnzqFHCK-mAM194IIMDoYmq1JkJWSh_EnsIqTWIzEGLLYD7p7LQpf7C_kc_wb_c6p-AzsnqGxiWAipAKGKXbjZV1t9_z_LkwhCZ0FOChD222q4rWDkZtOD24Rdh0tnSRZequGWaNpAonEbhx1SDMmdne5Naak7MTG0EUP4p1ikG1ev9003Xu1TRqPc7KcYRxqDghmnSC-ObIBEp72W89vC5qwRfXipGMEFQ5Y7BFz-vAu2GFuiOXkbhfaWXi7-uT-1PiYv68c=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001VrYNczF4h_xUY8HtU2JJy3O_0tL5GeOWjqen2d99Gmh4XeyQXNlmohn07L0JOa6zW1WIx9VhSJ24hGEyxs7YnbcziW5jX1TBwsB29zK8ol4A7fGn3TvS8Z5qB8j7YLvm2u8Shd0_jdl--Wua4ofaveBFWmFqTBp3l9YdTs3NrFiJ1A_R-s2jqZwg3rJkoKS9YPBzWlyoWUVghB-sxv4E5-Rnfu6Rw8tDYi2W_qpL5h842i8EyTUKpkx9CWCbta5JixK1FyPOTGuN-YBZOsRB-X8XQ3QzB5TOHaDhUQhniB0=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001VrYNczF4h_xgrDNNNNXkb7Ll-VaLTyz4yw0rHUcJmNqZwD3Mx13ieW2XCnx1rUTgDHIDvE9xpDkVgwsWWOcwoELmCeFVkf2_hzzjA4UJpGSBXcj5h6KnvUPYn2R9LztHKHg27Os1KJXEJIW9pGQb7YbbaEo78rCt4io3l2sN2W9avbWAT8XWw6hvI8IxHfg4NW2fe0kBqPmxI1L6ptVWBaEp5YmKzgCqrFDwp0JL_0Wva5VyoEKmFlP_R_IV3Bz-aCuZhP8-oyO8bbtNGXpUvJPIDVyOutxQxDzRb_VEdWHs9UObLGwJu9gcVRbyDU-b
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001VrYNczF4h_wWSwJvkswRL6GWapA9k-KjXFOHjVaQ94zi_2iGNl7ATDamU7M6BtnJ7NKNoqG1lc0gJgr8hgCDtsu1ByjUi3OyH0a3kWcpqxidzkX-lnmLLcyHyGxgEDZduILgAKnkUskIA6TBM9BIcry3iYSPjShzKtBGhmkhd7E02hgZSh2_-lFtlsLF9pZERGZ_QYgDAeNSPOFmYJqUPz9AE6N0f8muNBgFiNq_Iwx4rmxaSmorsktDnjNTTG0r-R_GrG3KpH6HKax8yntE3gmf6B7wvzUKZVR08Fa3Gsg=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001VrYNczF4h_wfR9nIZwHnH5wl3EnVO5xG7rXb2PRHNHd65gNJYnlOFeTH7BwNMIr0PMm-3HXD5fkyCPtLQhenu9ooL74wQnARPazCdmjNmkPFeLTZxObCUweTmneKbsmDOojq021W05d0k4nEUuL4hLbASIkcnSpdv_yiiAS1ThKGv-xHsmX4zetcuIyhZsqno4EabtMAFrcO5K1OC1-RZY7GDTb5t6xgbBIjnlYpT9ImtyaMtpyJUdd8u7bhcPb2-v4g3feEJv_RRwzogUVLtCntR_jDbMZc2ypFen__5bge-lbu3cguVmkJRhvtSNDX
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1102591690180
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001VrYNczF4h_x58nLAXyBJ_QoTewql2gO6qHD--vd29QHqOrmaBioLK-unR9cDsj3B52kS4g6f_m7hJGCMU8vdWMSRESoklkGHwVVy8f_ivKD7frIC8Mohd0Zl7JCvz_Xw7rfNGvyTbw2TVeVeJYMbucfzTF6_ACUrelAJLjlfTm4W5yS-PP2j3CEw3JA-wjg9rG_mmYra4GVkMdQqKu9Zluu9yNDFb8L1w5mEWsGnTTdV6tUdBT53mt1YS0lS5FSYBxHIsh-IaNR9F7TAOrbpllK3raagUz0ulcRKeuem0-UoVvwEZxKHAw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001VrYNczF4h_zA7I1eqbnhsguE3NiQHq3IR6wNgOMqNeJ0ahza2DkBIGfZricGq2du9-9GwPGjFtgfhXi05bhqRGoUTNAfV5whPf3LiX8hIqY6cGfHCmhL_qUnJHtdFkmOuXnhCtLD1tmj_3SxLGzbJBsngKRE1c6IG2vNREy3MH1mu6AAvJTm7Hf2aSAui7BIzoZSa7FFsqU=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001VrYNczF4h_wUmcj0GWLub2RAdsnPqT2ixpZhNUxS8hO3SfySXb3XzfzSl0vLFGPaI5n1PO5gIls1bHa7kva2syG9q8TlBr1RQn12QmA9v-yYjo1kZlyI7uhNSAiKM7btSxiXSv6zMnvGwhR_CH7rC3rwEt_wRfm7kbeuiXl-uf_6K9srAu3NoifF1ej-J5Kf2LMiOZ0RUvo=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001VrYNczF4h_zTA7fbIPZdKgV1_cZ_8-25TWZ1ARv5G4ZtOPx2AmF9wh9tWieXyuTCQ1bzrnkZzo193QdACXGMPNpCXlTvjyIvmHdMHIlKxPBJ29wEO1E8VNZf9jkYWi8vkXYJzhz9BEz50fEwy-X9wdiANPxxtsQ7RjLowJOuOoybIGqqvZGRxpRPB6Ff4RBwip_J2uinZXE=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001VrYNczF4h_znuB4AUVYdh-6dIsNK15KoSNCmOOxhmoMARtMHSFFw9gUPtoIFVSPWfON1RAhQ9lbNyQaQ-vtOWLjxIghDL9WlO8HgeVBeJnyD8LKXKggzuoVIp5tQMfrnvpyrbSWm1iA0KeKeLrN9XrvzgU8uEvJTww-AQZ6cYttc_83E74O9Y0olVv5PAgrapw_gHah8BXQ=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001VrYNczF4h_wyZ2YSIDkimP93kAM-VUwRq9GP6jgIJv0j1k_Mcavwg_ILx8vICrA4U_FqkbRY_jmSlw5RX3AlxtY65LwrGgBwa_TYWltYJOeTeX1Qx8XzId39Tj2ZO_tbyL0RTUuMS2z8tDcEAbt3i7bjnbksQrEM5aJ5l3o43O8tjZVmxMdIYUrg7Gcjjdwjq_1k4gBujms=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001VrYNczF4h_z-HGAndQoz2M9CasahobRJQWfbfVNQuyL0AhgNiy3XyQ9Y9SeE3_cYl7SktRkbjNHeJrT4ou9jLWE8UJ4WbYpfmpUmw3QXYsJ1QsZMYx1TSubICK2OaqDQ4QLTH2WWMX-KxXBOrvn9k5LjxJQRLpehrjrmhoYb_2MfxblCALJTnR8qeu6-Zvf6Ct30kbcK7iE=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001VrYNczF4h_xuIvUsVGM8Pc5RYb07Is5fcYhYWk4JMAEkvu2iPy8WEe-KBvql5uMgIygru-4Y2T_lOBHCl0JfZqEqsdj73AE1E8z1mUGzuTxt8E1JR2tiJtrDIQQGRbVgrXIlKoNWkDeaPvcVa3m-4DAaMOpfT-YjmnL5XuvJroCzpCyOrnzolw7xsf9Ie5JWbcXj-G8UhmM=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001VrYNczF4h_zxJrgMgNk4KOIddBGdl9jnBKmavWwj1oLKv1SpbKuX6PS93YciY3mtrtaPX1rWZ3E1kd-jdB9uJtAAJpNCa7nCLeZ-zHflRcKW_qpbfGEIsx_G5D7VlVWu0CCY_FmPLkY2neEDSsLjSYdA2cRs0P64JzdI3mTziUpuWVZ4U7FU-mGdVEkRsRRuZe9Ld_doJ5E=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001VrYNczF4h_zl_NQvbV8PUVO5mx6rF-stuLbr4O3GU4G3zi0zzJgGpIF8kwibMIDkk_1i6G0BfZ1HZD6R5Td10vhrsBPOpPMugP0FcG48eCviNpOAzKi9tNPDqtzW0HBStqciPDjD_eMEsUnNQTKg0Jq_t5iP2qmwLKOw7HrGm8AAMOK5uP9wNNTdjL_-4oX3omQluQ49Wu0=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001VrYNczF4h_yNji5Eh8Utzjrgluk6YuHUrStmmc23arMp4qMuvvNbCuwDZslIeabBNBuarwk3X_8efTeYid8VUtET42cQlTvBQjl_yTmBghYDtBQaWd8_VlxBrcIo6K65voMeKsLpdZhPeGcBxxzAWAilNBgnUyQeY6CbUyHMEZZoR9CHQ3sYDI0RexzziwHz4__JRz8viT0=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001VrYNczF4h_y2OcO9PJRJYqLMmUApcqKcOuIoqRCoS6rceQAVF9_oYpNNwBkoKPZA-JCuj94RVeXZKkz-Th5DSlECwcbQJCR8wM4LEqhrd2sGeYE9G9OQsFLZQ0AipQsdeD9gmNRssRRjwh-RgmNlkOkZIcwaSxMgZPWlYjrxhsefhGN8Lv0ZQIpno60L-F71p8BKlaM7Hhw=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001VrYNczF4h_yVpXsDDeoMSBBdCcAcNYZMQSSIwpFJiahHh9O0_4N1B17kxV6j4Bsu5PFl7FqRBO2VWYscCF_YsekYMRjSiUD9Ex6PJ-RQyeS3BT0uF3kOdpQ9cV03aD30AuAddlaXOx3_QSonycySvraF99UIsP02Zr5MzOUxwdcrPl5i6g5NGJd6cBC6qeHPNCv2MVEvTwaPxnKr_JpbhU7l-ALzBfecsIQM_-Aar48BYOf4HcWROvqVTsK5QghCDc1xfa8zx4lzcKy8IybTC8b4ffH8hbil4bKnEhWM81BpnkzNKd5yssm-At9NrAWCS59P1OlYlog=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001VrYNczF4h_wny4ZePa_cOf3dltsOom_l9_VpJOrITF6rzQD8fQo9qcPzMeO0I9onl06PaBgZo9lY8uYXbUBXkIO4Y0lrRYHOqedTnRogdsJiUcCHJ3oIeoDOqIeNBcJeYLW_olfO1ab4i79SVuylYiU-hGWdW2wuSVP9vToPhtfyNE-1lIb3XA8NDw4R8jO6V5D8LkV7RHymUFQNqxz1r1QIGtWL6LdqA7VlyB2Q15jINFF1Edjwka0-nHXmoDsGcG45-MbzA0Hvs9BEcZLOhb4rUzC2DfWMfvcRAPv9slTnJt0l94UH3Iwbyto-aqjXF3y2xAuWEAI=



