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By Barbara Pisching

Barbara Pisching: The Tax Watchers

The Tax Watchers: 2022 Measure J bond
oversight report

The Fairfield-Suisun School District has been using the funds generated by
Measure J, the $249 million ballot measure passed by voters in 2016, to
modernize, renovate and build school facilities and buildings.

As required by the state Education Code, a citizens’ bond oversight committee
was formed at the first sale of the bonds.

One of the responsibilities of the oversight committee is to advise the public
with an annual report on the school district spending of the bond monies for
construction of school facilities in accordance with the bond ballot measure.
Another duty of the committee is to review and accept the annual performance
audit and financial audit conducted by an appropriate agency hired by the
school district.

During 2022, the oversight committee met five times to review and discuss
expenditure reports generated by the district which identified projects and their
costs. The Annual Report for 2022 is posted on the school district’s website and
copies are available at our local libraries.

To inform district taxpayers of how their tax dollars were spent, this is a
summation of the project expenditures from the Measure J bond, as reported by the district, for the 2022 calendar
year.

Starting in January 2022, the Measure J building fund had $78,407,266 available from the $249 million in bonds sold,
which included $6.1 million available interest.

The State Allocation Board awarded matching funds of $5,533,642 for work on the Public Safety Academy Library and
Gym. The board also identified five other projects eligible for funding grants and awarded $14,593,787 for completed
work at Grange Middle School, Fairview Elementary and Dan O. Root Elementary.

The most expensive projects completed to date were the Sheldon Middle School modifications and new classroom
building construction at a cost of $35.7 million, and the Fairview Elementary School modernization and new library
costing $29.9 million. Work on the Fairfield High School Performing Arts Center has begun and when completed will
be the most expensive project yet paid by the bond at an estimated cost of $47.6 million.

At the end of 2022, the Measure J fund balance was $62,013,652. There were 17 completed projects and nine work-in-
progress projects remaining.

As the mandated taxpayer association representative on the Measure J oversight committee, it is one of my
responsibilities to provide the public with information on the facilities work being done at the district using the bond
revenue paid by your tax dollars. From my perspective, and not that of the oversight committee, I found the project
planning by the district facilities staff to be detailed, the construction work to be well-managed and the contractor
payments to be well-controlled. I also considered a few projects to be overly expensive. The cost to taxpayers to repay
the Measure J bonds in principal and interest will likely be more than $550 million, with the payback period to end in
2046.

X YOU HAVE 2 FREE ARTICLES REMAINING

REMIND ME LATER SUBSCRIBE NOW

Need to manage your account? Log In
Print subscriber? Register Your Account

https://www.dailyrepublic.com/author/barbarapisching/
https://www.dailyrepublic.com/all-dr-news/opinion/local-opinion-columnists/the-tax-watchers-school-bonds-show-results/attachment/pischingbarbara/
https://www.dailyrepublic.com/
https://mniiservices.newscyclecloud.com/cmo_mni-c-cmdb-01/subscriber/web/startoffers.html?ProductList=DR&siteId=DR&utm_source=mcnaughton&utm_medium=paywall&utm_campaign=startoffers&SessionID=t1679176937883
https://mniiservices.newscyclecloud.com/cmo_mni-c-cmdb-01/subscriber/web/startoffers.html?ProductList=DR&siteId=DR&utm_source=mcnaughton&utm_medium=paywall&utm_campaign=startoffers&SessionID=t1679176937883
https://mniiservices.newscyclecloud.com/cgi-bin/cmo_mni-c-cmdb-01.sh/custservice/web//login.html?AuthOnly=yes&ProductList=DR&siteId=DR&utm_source=mcnaughton&utm_medium=paywall&utm_campaign=signin&TargetURL=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dailyrepublic.com%2Fall-dr-news%2Fopinion%2Flocal-opinion-columnists%2Fthe-tax-watchers-2022-measure-j-bond-oversight-report%2F&SessionID=t1679176937883
https://mniiservices.newscyclecloud.com/cmo_mni-c-cmdb-01/subscriber/web/createaccount.html?ProductList=DR&siteId=DR&utm_source=mcnaughton&utm_medium=paywall&utm_campaign=createaccount&cancelurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dailyrepublic.com%2Fall-dr-news%2Fopinion%2Flocal-opinion-columnists%2Fthe-tax-watchers-2022-measure-j-bond-oversight-report%2F&targeturl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dailyrepublic.com%2Fall-dr-news%2Fopinion%2Flocal-opinion-columnists%2Fthe-tax-watchers-2022-measure-j-bond-oversight-report%2F&SessionID=t1679176937882


3/18/23, 3:02 PM The Tax Watchers: 2022 Measure J bond oversight report/

https://www.dailyrepublic.com/all-dr-news/opinion/local-opinion-columnists/the-tax-watchers-2022-measure-j-bond-oversight-report/ 2/3

Tags: A6Printed in the March 17, 2023 edition on page A6 | Published on March 17,

2023 | Last Modified on March 16, 2023 at 3:53 pm

The Central Solano Citizens Taxpayer Group meets monthly to review current government activities and school
district bond project spending as it benefits or affects the community. Contact us at 707-771-5481 for meeting time and
location, and for further information about what we are working on to improve government efficiencies and its use
of tax money.

Barbara Pisching is a member of the Central Solano Citizen Taxpayer Group and of the Citizens Bond Oversight
Committee for Measure J.
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