
California assoCiation of Bond oversight Committees 

Supporting New CBOC Members 
Through Training
Saturday, August 19, 2023

info.caboc@gmail.com  n  (510) 697-7212 n 121 Ash Court, Hercules, CA 94547 n www.BondOversight.org

B O N D  O V E R S I G H T  D O N E  R I G H T

Sponsored by Total School Solutions

A G E N D A
n 9:30 am   Registration

n 10:00 am  Welcome. Carolyn Castillo, CABOC President

n 10:05 am  Zoom Orientation, Keith Mueller

n 10:10 am  KEYNOTE SPEAKER: Tahir Ahad with Q&A 
  Review of Relevant Data for Effective Bond Oversight 
  

n 10:40 am  A Deep Dive into CBOC’s Most Common Challenges, 
  the San Francisco Unified School District Story.  
  Q&A with Panel:

      • Greg Chopskie  •  Todd Collins  
      • Laurance Lee  •  Rex Ridgeway 

n 11:40 am  New CBOC Member. Ask the Experts     
  Panel with four veteran CBOC members with Q&A 
	 	 •	Marcus	Crawley		•		Michael	Frattali 
	 	 •	Anton	Jungherr		•		Tom	A.	Rubin
  LINK: Presentation PDF

n 12:35 pm  Bond Oversight Committee Academy Sneak Preview of  
  CABOC’s New Online 25 Training Courses, Anton Jungher 
  LINK: https://www.bondoversight.org/aa-home-draft/

n 12:45 pm  “Why CBOCs are Important”  Jack Weir 
  LINK: Presentation PDF

n 12:55 pm  Evaluation

n 1:00 pm   Adjourn  

Questions not answered will be responded to after the conference and posted on website

https://www.bondoversight.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/AsktheExperrts_AUG2023_bios.pdf
https://www.bondoversight.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Jack_Weir_2023_CABOC_presentation.pdf
https://www.bondoversight.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/TSS_Review_Relevant_Data_Bond_Oversight_re.pdf


n 10:10 am  

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Review of Relevant Data for  
Effective Bond Oversight 
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Keynote Topics

Review of Relevant Data for Effective Bond  
Oversight and Q&A. This presentation will cover 
specific techniques for overseeing bond  
expenditures and reporting to the public. 
For effective oversight a CBOC member should 
know:

n  What can be funded with bond proceeds
n  What to do if you suspect questionable  
 expenditures
n  How CBOC members can effectively  
 review bond expenditures

Tahir Ahad 
MBA,	CPA,	CABOC	Director	

Tahir Ahad has been the CEO/
President of Total School Solutions 
(TSS) since 1999. He is involved in 
providing services to TSS clients; 
primarily in the areas of facilities  
programs efficiency studies, 

performance audits and evaluations, systems improve-
ment, and developing and implementing best educa-
tional management practices.

Mr. Ahad has planned and constructed elementary, 
middle, and high schools. He is experienced in financ-
ing, planning, construction, and furnishing of school 
facilities. He has managed and overseen land acquisi-
tion and site improvement needs, including interac-
tion with appropriate and relevant agencies. 

Mr. Ahad has two decades of successful experience 
in developing systems and internal controls and in 
implementing improvements in all areas of K-12 
school business management, including fiscal services, 
budget development and reporting, maintenance and 
operations, administrative and educational technol-
ogy, risk management, and food services. He takes 
pride in his record of student-centered decision  
making. 

Besides his successes as a chief business official, Mr. 
Ahad is recognized for his knowledge of educational 
programs and expertise in employee-employer rela-
tionships, contract negotiations and maintenance, and 
human resources. He has developed excellent working 
relationships with employee bargaining agents and 
their leadership.

https://totalschoolsolutions.net/
https://totalschoolsolutions.net/
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Rex Ridgeway, Former Interim 
CBOC Chair, SFUSD
In August 2018 the District’s CBOC 
members reached their term limits. 
As a result of the efforts of a group 
of citizens, including Rex Ridgeway, 
a new CBOC was appointed in May 
2021 by the District. Rex served as 
Vice Chair and Interim Chair on the 

new CBOC. He provided leadership to challenge illegal 
bond expenditures successfully, changed the process for 
appointing CBOC members, drafted bylaws to make the 
CBOC independent, submitted to the public the first annual 
report since 2019, reviewed prior audits for fiscal years 2020 
and 2021, and supported revitalizing the CBOC as an  
effective bond oversight committee.

n 10:40 am  

San Francisco USD Story Deep Dive 
into CBOC’s Most Common Challenges

Panel Discussion and Questions & Answers on:
• Matters governing CBOC independence
• The performance audit and financial audit
• Selection of CBOC members • CBOC bylaws
• Interaction with staff of the district’s bond program
• Establishing sub-committees • New member training
• School site visits by CBOC members • Annual reports
• The Website: postings & recordings of CBOC meetings

Laurance Lee 
Laurance, a graduate of San Francisco 
public schools K-12, is a small busi-
ness owner and a licensed general 
contractor. He helped lead the calls 
for a return of the SFUSD CBOC 
after it was not meeting for years. He 
currently is on the SFUSD CBOC, 

in the seat for the taxpayer advocate. Laurance is an active 
advocate for good governance, particularly in public  
education. He has over two dozen opinion pieces  
published in 7 local publications, as well as his own  
newsletter. Laurance recently was a member of the San 
Francisco Civil Grand Jury. He will soon launch a video 
podcast on people bringing San Francisco back. 

Greg Chopskie
Attorney Greg Chopskie counseled 
and represented executives in global, 
research-based biopharmaceutical 
Fortune 500 multinationals. Man-
aged teams of litigators. Is a former 
Partner at a major San Francisco law 
firm. Practice focused on Patents, 

Copyrights, Trademarks, Intellectual Property.  Now, in 
private practice, Mr. Chopskie spends an unusual amount 
of his time on matters concerning the San Francisco Uni-
fied School District (SFUSD), including, but not limited 

Todd Collins 
Mr. Collins is a current member 
of the Palo Alto School Board of 
Trustees since 2016 and former Chair 
of the Palo Alto USD’s CBOC, from 
2010 - 2016.  Separately, he is the 
Founder & CEO of the California 
Reading Coalition, founded in 2021.  

Professionally, Mr. Collins is Managing Director of Tregaron  
Capital, a private equity firm, since 2005. He brings an 
unique perspective with experience from both sides as a 
School Board Trustee, and as a CBOC Member.  He has 
reviewed many California Public Request Act (CPRA) 
requests, and has filed many on his own. His expert knowl-
edge covers what is involved in CBOC independence,  
Bylaws, Proposition 39, the California Education Code as 
it relates to CBOCs, and minute details in understanding 
the Performance and Annual Audit requirements  pre-
sented to CBOCs from outside auditors, hired by school 
districts’ Bond Program Departments. 

to, School Construction Bonds, Citizens’ Bond Oversight 
Committee (CBOC), Proposition 39, and the California 
Education Code. You will find Mr. Chopskie giving Public 
Comments at regular meetings of the San Francisco Board 
of Education and the CBOC. He has also filed numerous 
Freedom of Information Act requests, known in California 
as CPRA requests with the SFUSD. 
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n  11:40 am  

New CABOC Members Ask the Experts
Panel of four veteran CBOC members with Q&A

Panel members have served on 6 CBOCs and have  
a combined service/experience of 38 years.

Marcus Crawley
Marcus recently retired from his 
California General Contractor busi-
ness after 50 years of experience in 
all phases of the building trades. 
The complications of construction 
performance and collections pro-
vided grounding in ‘do-it-yourself ’ 

actions.  Marcus plans to bring this ‘Can-Do’ attitude to 
all his civic responsibilities. 
 As President of the Alameda County Taxpayers Asso-
ciation, Mr. Crawley serves on the Citizens Bond Over-
sight Committee at Peralta Community College and the 
Alameda County Budget Oversight Committee. 
 The cities, schools and agencies have developed a wide 
array of strategies to undermine accountability.  Marcus 
is dedicated to ensuring that voters are well informed 
before tax measure elections and that after the election 
the tax expenditures comply with the will of the voters.  
Marcus holds a Bachelor of Science in Mathematics from 
the University of Nebraska.

Michael Frattali
Mike graduated from Reed College 
with a BA in Political Science.  After 
service in the US Navy, he settled 
in University City neighborhood 
of San Diego, California.  Mike has 
been employed by the City of San 
Diego since 1996 and has worked in 

the Police, Water, Debt Management, and Engineering & 
Capital Projects Departments.  He has an MBA from San 
Diego State University with a concentration in finance.  
Mike is a member of the San Diego County Taxpayers 
Association and serves on the San Diego Community 
College and San Diego Unified School District ICOCs.

Anton Jungherr 
CABOC Co-Founder and  
Executive Director
Anton Jungherr, along with Jack 
Weir, is the Co-Founder of the 
California Association of Bond 
Oversight Committees (CABOC). 
Anton has extensive experience in 

school district and city business management.  He was 
the Chief Financial Officer for six school districts includ-
ing Anchorage, AK and San Francisco, CA and two cities 
including Newark, NJ. 
 Currently Anton serves as a member of the West Con-
tra Costa Unified School District CBOC where he has 
served various terms for a total of ten years.  
 Anton is the author of Operational PPBS* for Educa-
tion: A Practical Approach to Effective Decision Mak-
ing, Harper & Row, New York, 1971. (*Planning, Pro-
gramming, Budgeting System) He earned his Master of 
Education degree in Educational Administration from 
Columbia University, and received a Master of Public 
Administration degree from Syracuse University.  Mr. 
Jungherr also holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Busi-
ness Administration from the University of Connecticut.

Tom A. Rubin
CPA, CMA, CMC, CIA, CGFM, 
CFM. Chair of CABOC Audit Com-
mittee
• Fremont Unified School Dis-
trict Measure E Citizens’ Bond 
Oversight Committee - 2014 $650 
million bond ballot issue • Alam-

eda County Transportation Commission Indepen-
dent Watchdog Committee - $10 billion for road and 
transit improvements from 2000-2055 • Consultant to 
Los Angeles Unified School District Bond Oversight 
Committee - 2001-2018 - $27 billion new construc-
tion and modernization program • Former CFO for 
two of the largest transit agencies in the U.S. • Former 
Audit/Consultant Partner, Deloitte Haskins & Sells • 
Five decades in government finance, planning, opera-
tions, and construction. 
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n  12:45 am  

Why CBOCs Are Important

Jack Weir, CABOC Director Emeritus,  
Co-Founder and Former Chairman

Jack Weir has been a taxpayer advo-
cate for over 40 years. He founded 
the Pleasant Hill Taxpayers Associa-
tion in the early 1980s. Later, he be-
came a member of the Contra Costa 
Taxpayers Association (CoCoTax)
serving as president and executive 
director. He was recognized for his 
achievements as a taxpayer advocate 

and his support of school bond oversight at the May 13, 
2023 CABOC board meeting with a resolution. 

Advocacy for Citizens Bond Oversight Committees 
Jack currently serves on three CBOCs and has served on 
six Prop 39 CBOCs. For over 20 years he has served on 
CBOCs, monitoring and reporting to the public on over $1 
billion in school bonds. 
 He served on the board of directors for the now-defunct 
California League of Bond Oversight Committees (CaL-
BOC). It was started with a primary mission  
to promote school district accountability by improving the 
training and resources  
available to California’s Proposition 39 CBOCs. He then 
co-founded and served as Chairperson of its successor 
CABOC.  
 Jack’s experience has shown him that Californians have 
always supported high-quality public education and have 
traditionally voted to build and upgrade school facilities. 
At the end of the last century, however, voter support for 
school bonds slackened, and school bond ballot measures 
began to fail the 2/3 approval threshold. Proposition 39 
School Bonds lowered the approval threshold to 55%. Prop 
39 requires that school districts establish an independent 
CBOC, whose primary duty is to monitoring school bond 
program management and report their findings to the 
public. 
 Unfortunately, Jack has often experienced significant 
misuse of school bond funds. These abuses typically occur 

in the larger school districts where there may not be close 
familiarity and communications between residents and 
district officials as in smaller districts. Residential property 
owners must pay back bond obligations, usually over a 20-
30 year payback period, and frequently at a total of twice 
the face value of the bonds. 
 Jack sees that the most serious hurdle to effective bond 
oversight stems from new CBOC members need to fully 
understand the critical importance of them being in-
dependent and to not subservient to district leaders. 
CBOC members need proper training and resources to 
be effective. All too often, the bond ballot language and 
the initial training of new CBOC members are provided 
by the bond firms seeking to sell the school bonds. These 
bond firms’ primary responsibility is to their investors, 
not the taxpayers who will pay for the bonds, or the fami-
lies whose children will attend the schools and use the 
facilities constructed with bond funds.

CABOC MISSION  

CABOC is the trusted and independent source-of 
information, education, training, and assistance 
on school bond oversight to CBOC members and 
California taxpayers. Proposition 39 (2000) low-
ered the threshold for local voter approval of school 
bond measures to 55%. It was accompanied by the 
mandate to establish independent CBOCs to over-
see school bond expenditures and report findings to 
governing boards, taxpayers, and the general public.

Our mission is to develop the tools: training mate-
rials, newsletters, workshops, and conferences to 
enable CBOC members to engage in rigorous in-
dependent oversight and fulfill their obligations to 
ensure and report that bond money has been spent 
adequately for the benefit of students, families, their 
communities and all Californians and to represent 
our collective interests at the statewide level.”
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Anton Jungherr
Co-Founder & Executive Director

Anton serves as the Secretary  
and Treasurer of CABOC. Anton is 
a member of the committees for FAQ, 
best practices, conference, legislation, 
operations, and executive. He has  
extensive experience in school  

district and city management. He served as a mem-
ber of the West Contra Costa Unified School District 
CBOC for a total of ten years.  Mr. Jungherr was the 
Chief Financial Officer for six school districts includ-
ing Anchorage, AK and San Francisco, CA and two 
cities including Newark, NJ. He is the author of Opera-
tional PPBS*  for Education: A Practical Approach to 
Effective Decision Making, Harper & Row, New York, 
1971. (*Planning, Programming, Budgeting System)

Carolyn Castillo
CABOC President

Carolyn is President of the CABOC 
Board of Directors. Previously, Carolyn 
served on the El Rancho Unified School 
District Board where she promoted 
facilities practices to support bond  
projects. Carolyn is a published author of 

peer reviewed papers relating to Business Continuity. In ad-
dition, she was a contributing author for the Facilities Design 
and Management Handbook published by McGraw-Hill.  
Ms. Castillo served on the editorial board of the Journal of 
Business Continuity & Emergency Management from 2007 
through 2011. 
 Ms. Castillo holds a Master of Management from the 
University of Redlands, a Bachelor of Science in Industrial 
Technology and Bachelor of Arts, Psychology from Califor-
nia State University Long Beach. In addition, Ms. Castillo  
is a member of the International Facilities Management 
Association where she was a speaker at its World Workplace 
Conference in 2003

Jason Hunter
CABOC Assistant Treasurer
Jason is the Co-Chairperson of the 
Legislation Committee.  He has 
served as both a member of the  
Riverside Unified School District’s 
CBOC and as past chair of the River-

side Community College District’s CBOC. He is well-
recognized locally as an ardent government watchdog, 
advocate for taxpayer, ratepayer, and fee-payer interests, 
and community activist. 
 After two decades working in the private and public 
sectors for the engineering and utility industries and 
overseeing multiple billion-dollar budgets, Hunter is now 
owner of a management consulting company specializing 
in energy, finance, and government operations.
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Tahir Ahad, MBA, CPA  
CABOC Director
Tahir is the CEO/President of the 
school consulting firm, Total School 
Solutions (TSS). He continues to be 
involved in providing services to 
TSS clients; primarily in the areas of 
facilities programs efficiency studies, 

performance audits and evaluations, systems improvement, 
and developing and implementing best educational man-
agement practices. 
 Tahir has had a long career in public education, serv-
ing as assistant and deputy superintendent in five school 
districts. He had the opportunity to manage and imple-
ment facilities programs in each of these districts. Since 
1999, Tahir has been the CEO of TSS and has been in-
volved with dozens of school districts in his management 
consulting role, mostly with the school facilities planning 
and construction projects. Tahir has been involved in 
improving and strengthening oversight of the facilities 
programs since the passage of the Proposition 39 (2000), 
both as performance auditor and advisor/consultant.

Continued



BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

PAGE 7CABOC • BOND OVERSIGHT DONE RIGHT!

California assoCiation of Bond oversight Committees 

Supporting New CBOC Members Through Training
Saturday, August 19, 2023

Marc Carrel 
CABOC Director
Marc Carrel is a nonprofit executive 
and attorney. He serves as the Presi-
dent and Chief Executive Officer of 
Breathe Southern California, which 
focuses on education, advocacy, and 
research to reduce air pollution and 

improve lung health, and the Emphysema Foundation of 
America, which provides advocacy, education, research 
and patient support for those with emphysema and 
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD).
 He provides strategic direction and manages the 
day-to-day operations for both organizations. In Octo-
ber 2021, he was appointed by the Beverly Hills Unified 
School District Board of Education to their Citizens’ Bond 
Oversight Committee. The Committee is tasked with 
overseeing bond proceeds, expenditures, and audits to re-
pair, retrofit, upgrade and replace equipment, classrooms, 
and facilities in the district’s schools.  The bonds were 
approved by the voters of Beverly Hills under Measure E 
($334 million bond measure approved in November 2008) 
and Measure BH ($385 million bond measure approved in 
June 2018).

Marcus Crawley
CABOC Director
Marcus recently retired from his 
California General Contractor 
business after 50 years of experi-
ence in all phases of the building 
trades. The complications of con-
struction performance and collec-

tions provided grounding in ‘do-it-yourself ’ actions.  
Marcus plans to bring this ‘Can-Do’ attitude to all his 
civic responsibilities.
 As President of the Alameda County Taxpayers  
Association, Mr. Crawley serves on the Citizens Bond 
Oversight Committee at Peralta Community College 
and the Alameda County Budget Oversight Committee.
 The cities, schools and agencies have developed a 
wide array of strategies to undermine accountability.   

Michael Frattali
CABOC Director
Mike graduated from Reed College  
with a BA in Political Science.  
After service in the US Navy, he 
settled in University City neigh-
borhood of San Diego, California.  
Mike has been employed by the 

City of San Diego since 1996 and has worked in the 
Police, Water, Debt Management, and Engineering & 
Capital Projects Departments.  He has an MBA from 
San Diego State University with a concentration in 
finance.  Mike is a member of the San Diego County 
Taxpayers Association and serves on the San Diego 
Community College and San Diego Unified School 
District ICOCs.

Marcus is dedicated to ensuring that voters are well 
informed before tax measure elections and that after 
the election the tax expenditures comply with the 
will of the voters. Marcus holds a Bachelor of  
Science in Mathematics from the University of  
Nebraska.

Chris Hanson
CABOC Director

Chris Hanson is a Director with 
the California Association of Bond 
Oversight Committees and is a 
member of the Training Materials  
Committee. Chris has served as an 

At Large Member of City College of San Francisco  
Bond Oversight Committee as well as serving on  
the Report Sub Committee; Public Comment Little  
Hoover Report 2017.  Chris’ career ranges from an 
Equine Body Worker, Therapeutic Riding Horse  
Handler, negotiator representing Skyline Stables  
opposite San Francisco Public Utilities Commission  
(SFPUC) and creator of a Community Outreach 
Program for new horse stables. Additionally, Chris 
served as a Production Assistant at Global Business 
Network, a scenario planning consultant firm and 
network. Continued
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Gina Haynes
CABOC Director

Gina is a licensed civil engineer 
with over 25 years’ experience. She 
works in the public sector manag-
ing multimillion dollar projects. 
For over twenty years she has 

worked for the City of Pittsburg as a Senior Civil 
Engineer/Associate Engineer (Capital Improvement 
Division). She manages the Capital Improvement 
Section of the Public Works Department, Engineering 
Division. 
 Gina was awarded the CABOC’s Outstanding 
CBOC Member Award in 2021. She is a member of 
Mt. Diablo USD CBOC. School bond oversight and 
the accountability of school bond proceeds have been 
advanced by her persistence.

Manuel Jimenez 
CABOC Director
Manuel Jimenez has spent his 
career in construction starting as 
a carpenter, owning/operating a 
residential general contracting 
business and eventually working 

in commercial construction building public schools. 
His commercial construction experience has been on 
the project management and estimating side. Recently 
Manuel has moved to the renewable energy sector and 
works in estimating grid scale solar fields.
 Manuel is a father to a 12 year old boy who attends 
6th grade in the Sacramento Unified School District. 
During Covid-19 closures he was frustrated with the 
decisions his school board was making and became 
involved in attending board meetings. This led to 
volunteering for the Measure H CBOC. With his 
construction background and a keen interest in fair-
ness and transparency, Manuel has the experience to 
understand and provide oversight to bond spending. Continued

 Lucille Lyon, BA, MPA  
CABOC Director
Lucille Lyon has been a County 
Public Guardian for 40 years,  
serving the counties of Orange, 
Riverside, Los Angeles, and Santa 
Clara in different capacities. 

County Public Guardians are court appointed fidu-
ciaries who serve the severely mentally ill and older 
audits. She is a life member of the California  
Association of Public Administrators, Public Guard-
ians and Public Conservator. She is also a member 
of the National Guardianship Association currently 
serving on the Education, State Affiliates and Public 
Guardian Committees. Her special knowledge and 
skills will assist individuals who have taken their 
time to work on CBOCs. 
 Lucille has a BA from the University of Southern 
California and a MPA from California State University 
San Bernardino.

 Jonathon Reynolds, JD
CABOC Director
After graduating from law school 
at the University of South Carolina 
with honors, Jonathon relocated to 
the Central Coast of California to 
begin his professional career.  

Jonathon served as an Academic Mastery Program  
Consultant for the Pepperdine University Caruso 
School of Law where he provided instruction to recent  
graduates preparing for the bar exam and provided 
academic support to one of the school’s Dean, and he 
 has worked in various law firms. Jonathon was  
unanimously appointed by the Grover Beach City 
Council to the Citizen’s Oversight Committee for Tax 
Revenue Measures, and he was then unanimously 
elected by his colleagues to be the chair of the Com-
mittee. Jonathon served as the chair for two cycles 
before then serving as vice chair. Jonathon was sub-
sequently appointed to the CABOC Board of Direc-
tors. Jonathon is dedicated to public service and was 
previously recognized by the City of Nashville, TN for 
his acts of service to the community.
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Tom A. Rubin  
CPA, CMA, CMC, CIA, CGFM, CFM. 
Chair of CABOC Audit Committee
• Fremont Unified School District 
Measure E Citizens’ Bond Over-
sight Committee - 2014 $650 mil-
lion bond ballot issue • Alameda 
County Transportation Commis-

sion Independent Watchdog Committee - $10 billion 
for road and transit improvements from 2000-2055 
• Consultant to Los Angeles Unified School District 
Bond Oversight Committee - 2001-2018 - $27 bil-
lion new construction and modernization program • 
Former CFO for two of the largest transit agencies in 
the U.S. • Former Audit/Consultant Partner, Deloitte 
Haskins & Sells • Five decades in government finance, 
planning, operations, and construction. 

Laura Santos, CABOC Director
Laura attended school in Bassett 
USD and then earned a degree in 
Political Science from UCLA and a 
JD from UC Davis. After practicing 
law for ten years, she began a career 
in public relations, media, and  
promotions. She has decades of  

experience in community engagement and organizing. 
Much of her career has been spent in disadvantaged 
communities addressing equity and justice issues in 
education, health, water, and the environment. 
 She sat on the Bassett USD CBOC before being 
elected to the Bassett USD board in 2007. She also 
served on the La Puente Valley ROP board, and in 
2013 she was elected to the Mt San Antonio College, 
which has a billion-dollar construction program.

CABOC FOCUS 

The implementation of these three Little 
Hoover Commission* recommendations will 
guide the focus and work of CABOC:

n “Develop easy-to-access online training materials 
for members of Citizens’ Bond Oversight Committees.”

n “The Governor and Legislature should update and 
overhaul the education code related to the Strict Account-
ability in Local School Construction Bonds Act of 2000.”

n “Impose sanctions for school and community col-
lege districts that fail to adhere to constitutional and 
statutory requirements of Proposition 39, including 
preventing the district from adopting future bond 
measures under reduced voter threshold.” 

* The Little Hoover Commission (LHC) is a  
bipartisan, independent California oversight agency 
to promote the economy and efficiency in state and  
local government. In their Report #236, February 2017, 
LHC made recommendations to the Governor and the  
Legislature regarding School Proposition 39 bonds.

Ourania Riddle, CABOC Director
Ourania an advocate for open gov-
ernment was named the “2015 Tax-
Fighter of the Year” by the Howard 
Jarvis Taxpayers Association.  She 
authored the Measure N, the Dixon 
Open Governance Act, which was 

placed on the November 2012 ballot which ultimately 
failed due to misrepresentation from its opponents.  
Ourania served  on the Solano County Jury, She 
served on the Board of Directors of the California 
Grand Jurors Association, was a trainer for the state-
wide county Grand Juries. She was also the Editor of 
the Grand Jurors’ Journal.
 In 1993, Ourania along with others started a news-
paper, the Dixon Independent Voice (IV). As a re-
porter, she wrote unbiased, informative news for the 
citizens of Dixon. Ourania is a member and volun-
teered for Californians Aware, a government watch-
dog that helps reporters and citizens understand their 
rights, in order to hold government accountable, open 
and transparent. Currently, Ourania is the secretary of 
the Solano County Taxpayers Association.
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Judith Box 
Judith’s career spans 
over 25 years as an 
educator, progressing 
from Teacher to Dis-
trict Director of Hu-
man Resources, while 

serving school districts in Alameda and 
Santa Clara Counties.  She represents 
the Contra Costa Tax Payers’ Associa-
tion as a member of the Walnut Creek 
Bond Oversight Committee.  
 She has been active in her commu-
nity by serving on Homeowner As-
sociation boards, is an active member 
of the UC Alumni Association, and 
has served as Treasurer on two clubs in 
Rossmoor.  For nineteen years, Judith 
volunteered for the AARP Tax-Aide 
program, where she taught other 
volunteers, managed tax preparation 
sites, and prepared tax returns, a free 
program for citizens
 Judith holds a Bachelor of Arts, Uni-
versity of California Berkeley; Master in 
Science – Teaching Mathematics, Uni-
versity of Santa Clara; and a Doctorate 
in Education, UC Berkeley.

Lori Chinn
Lori is retired from 
Berkeley USD. She 
served as Manager of 
Bilingual Education at 
Berkeley USD, Bilin-
gual Program Special-

ist at the Oakland USD, Director for 
the National Desegregation  
Assistance Center and Chancellor of 
the National Hispanic University,  
Bilingual Education Director of the 
Asian Resource Center, Chicago Board 
of Education and Bilingual Education  
Specialist at the Illinois Office of  

Education.  Planned and conducted 
staff development and training for 
kindergarten to 12th grade administra-
tors, teachers, instructional assistants 
and parents. Covered State and Federal 
compliance. Curriculum included Eng-
lish as a Second Language, Bilingual 
Education, math and science. Volun-
terred at community groups, non-
profit organizations and fundraisers. 
Developed and produced a training 
video on the role and responsibilities of 
CBOC members and Proposition 39.  
Helped design data bases and perfor-
mance audit surveys.    
 Lori has a Master of Science in 
Education degree in Administration 
and Supervision, National College of   
Education, California Administrative 
Services credential, Bilingual certifi-
cate of Competency in Chinese and a 
California Life Elementary Teaching 
Credential.  

Christine Coradaro
Christine has experience in both for-
profit and non-profit sectors including 
25 years in venture capital investing as 
a General Partner and in the biotech-
nology sector as a scientist and busi-
ness development professional. Since 
retiring from the for-profit sector she 
has devoted over 10 years to teaching 
ESL/Life Skills/ Citizenship/Commu-
nity Engagement to low literacy adult 
immigrants through a program she 
created in partnership with Chinatown 
Community Development Center in 
San Francisco. She is involved in civic 
initiatives to change the SFUSD Board 
of Education governance structure, 
supporting the newly formed CBOC 
through data analysis and research and 
involvement with the Literacy Com-
mittee to change the reading curricu-
lum and improve student outcomes.

Andrea Dawson
Andrea has been a 
member of Oakland 
USD CBOC for over 
10 years. She is the 
current the Chair 
of the CBOC for 

the $475 million Measure J Bond and 
the $312 million Measure B Capital 
Improvements Program. She is also the 
Chair of the Peralta Colleges Measure 
G Bond Program.
 Andrea has worked in California 
public school construction the past 25 
years, in several roles including con-
struction management, bond program 
and project management. For the past 
thirteen (13) years she has worked as 
a senior project manager on the San 
Francisco USD billion dollar Measure 
A 2011/2016 Bond Program.
 Andrea is a resident of Oakland 
whose daughter graduated from  
Oakland public schools. In addition 
to being on the CBOC for the past 25 
years she has volunteered in Oakland 
Schools in many capacities; including 
School Site Council, PTA President, 
Budget and Finance Committee  
volunteer and more.
 Andrea holds a marketing and 
design degree from Bassist College in 
Portland Oregon.

Sallie DeWitt
Sallie attended 
public schools in the 
Bay Area and then 
received two degrees 
from UC Berkeley, 
a BA in History and 

an MBA. She and her husband, Jim 
DeWitt, have lived in Richmond since 
1975. Their children and grandchildren 
attended WCCUSD schools, and, now, 
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two great grandchildren are at  
Washington Elementary School. In 
the 1990s, Sallie co-founded a com-
munity group called “The Many 
Hands Project” at Washington School. 
 During this time, she also served on 
the Board of the West Contra Costa 
Ed Fund. Starting in 1995, she worked 
at Chevron as a budget analyst and an 
Education Outreach Coordinator. 
 Sallie retired in 2015, and two years 
later joined WCCUSD’s CBOC, want-
ing to put her experience in business 
planning, budgeting and variance anal-
ysis to work overseeing WCCUSD’s 
bond program. Her second term on the 
CBOC began in January, 2019. During  
her time the CBOC, she has been active  
on the Audit and Annual Report 
Subcommittees. She is motivated to 
ensure all public-school students have 
an opportunity to achieve their full 
potential.

Alison B. Henry
Alison is an investment manager at 
Violich Capital Management which is a 
Registered Investment Advisor with the 
Securities and Exchange Commission 
that focuses on serving individual and 
institutional investors and is based in 
San Francisco, California. She volun-
teers in activities with education at 
Colorado College as “City Champion” 
for San Francisco and reports directly 
to President and Board of Trustees. 
Also volunteer for Vida Verde on fund-
raisers to provide of free education for 
inner city/underprivileged children in 
the San Francisco area.

Vanessa Hill
Vanessa attended 
public schools in 
Oregon and Califor-
nia before attending 
Pepperdine University 
for her undergradu-

ate degree in accounting and University 
of San Francisco for her MBA with an 
emphasis in finance.
 Vanessa is a certified public accoun-
tant and co-founder of Evidentia Con-
sulting, LLP, a forensic accounting and 
consulting firm with offices in Berkeley 
and Redwood City.
 Her work includes serving as an 
expert witness on accounting and 
economic damage issues for business 
disputes as well as providing economic 
loss analysis for individuals in wrong-
ful termination, personal injury, and 
wrongful death litigation.
 Vanessa has served in a variety of 
leadership and governance roles in both 
her professional and civic community.  
A strong supporter of public education, 
Vanessa was a member of the West 
Contra Costa Unified School District’s 
Citizens Bond Oversight Committee 
from July 2018 through July 2020. 
 She has lived in El Cerrito with her 
husband since 1999 and her two sons 
have attended local public schools.

Lorraine Humes
Lorraine Humes is a 
member of the West 
Contra County Tax-
payers’ Association. 
She has been a resi-
dent of San Pablo for 

approximately 40 years.  She retired 
after working 29 years as a food mi-
crobiologist from the U.S. Department 
of Food and Drug.  Lorraine has no 
children but knows the value to society 
in having every child get a good educa- Continued
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tion. She is  also a tax payer and want 
to provide our children with a safe and 
interesting learning environment at a 
reasonable price to me.                     
 Lorraine got interested in the CBOC 
when last school construction bond 
was trying to be passed and when 
she heard that there was a committee 
vacancy.  She asked to be the Taxpay-
ers Association representative on the 
committee. She has represented the 
West Contra Costa County Taxpayers 
Association on the West Contra Costa 
Unified School District CBOC since 
March 6, 2019.

Keith Mueller
Keith is a professor 
of engineering with 
three engineering 
degrees and an MBA 
from UC Davis. The 
courses he teaches 

include HVAC, electronics, general en-
gineering, materials science, alternative 
energy technologies, and engineering 
plumbing. Previously, he worked as an 
engineer and program manager in the 
telecommunications industry. He holds 
a patent on a tunable high frequency 
oscillators. Before that, he designed 
robotic highway maintenance vehicles. 
Aside from his professional experience, 
he has served as treasurer for many 
years and for many school boards.

Tom Panas
Tom is an El Cerrito 
Resident, 2015-2016 
Chairperson of the 
WCCUSD CBOC 
and was chair of the 
CBOC Audit Sub-

committee and Reports Subcommittee.  
Tom has extensive experience with 
bonds and finance. He has a BS in 
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Computer Science from Cal Poly and 
an MBA in Finance from UC Berkeley. 
Tom was awarded his CPA certificate in 
1980 and has been the CFO at two soft-
ware companies. In the community, he 
is the treasurer and a board member of 
the Richmond Emergency Food Pantry, 
the El Cerrito Historical Society, and 
the Friends of the El Cerrito Library.
 Tom also serves on the Board of the 
El Cerrito Library Foundation.  He has 
lived in West County since 1975 and 
was added to the El Cerrito Wall of 
Fame in 2014. Tom served on the WC-
CUSD School Board 2016-2020. 

Barbara Pisching
Barbara, a resident of 
Suisun City in Solano 
County, has been 
actively serving on the 
Fairfield-Suisun USD 
Measure J CBOC 

since the bond passed in 2016.  She is 
the taxpayer organization representa-
tive on the committee from the Central 
Solano Citizens’ Taxpayer Group.  She 
wrote the CBOC’s first annual report, 
and now edits the report annually.  
Barbara routinely writes an editorial in 
the local Fairfield newspaper about the 
status of the school bond projects and 
finances, identifying any questionable 
project spending practices. 
 In March 2019, she was appointed 
to and still serves as Vice-Chair on the 
Suisun City General Transaction and 
Use Tax Oversight Committee, which 
oversees the usage of a special sales tax 
with restricted purposes.  She attends 
City Council meetings, representing the 
committee as well as the public interest. 
 Barbara had a multi-phase career in 
computer systems implementation and 

taught classes on systems analysis and 
design at UC Berkeley Extension.  She 
compiled a course materials workbook 
for her classes for use in determining 
solutions to real business needs.  She 
has an MBA in International Manage-
ment from Golden Gate University, 
and a California Community Colleges 
Instructor Credential in the subject 
matter areas of business and industrial 
management.  She has a background in 
residential construction, with an associ-
ate degree in Construction Manage-
ment. Barbara founded a remodeling 
project management consulting service 
that advised homeowners in construc-
tion methods, materials purchasing, 
and universal design concepts.  For 
two years she volunteered as an adult 
literacy tutor for the Solano County 
Library Literacy Program.

Rex Ridgeway
Rex is the former 
Interim Chair of the 
San Francisco USD 
CBOC. In May 2021 
Rex served as Vice 
Chair and Interim 

Chair to a new CBOC. He provided 
leadership to challenge illegal bond 
expenditures, changed the process for 
appointing CBOC members, drafted 
bylaws to make the CBOC independent, 
submitted the first annual report since 
2019, reviewed prior audits for fiscal 
years 2020 and 2021. See complete bio 
on page 12.

Amadeo  
Rodriguez 
Former CABOC 
President
Amadeo Rodriguez, a 
decorated U.S. Marine 
and father to three 

students from Bassett USD.  His strong 
public service background as a Marine 
and federal employee, and hands-on 
experience with educational programs 
make him an ideal CABOC advsor. 
 Amadeo enlisted in the United States 
Marines Corp in September, 2002, he 
deployed to Fallujah, Iraq in 2005, and 
was Honorably Discharged in Septem-
ber, 2009.  After serving our country as 
a Marine, Amadeo became a security 
contractor with the Federal Protective 
Services. In 2010, he was recruited by 
the Social Security Administration to 
serve as a Claims Representative.  He  
attended Devry University and the 
University of Phoenix.   
 Amadeo has been a resident of the 
city of La Puente for over 10 years. He 
has been an active community member 
with Bassett USD as a volunteer parent 
with Child development, Cheer and 
Band member supporter with their 
fundraising committee and also part of 
the Bassett USD CBOC.

Linda Ruiz-Lozito
Linda served as the 
Taxpayer Representa-
tive on the Citizens’ 
Bond Oversight Com-
mittee, for the West 
Contra Costa Unified 

School District (WCCUSD).  She was 
the Board Chair of a charter middle 
school during major transitions includ-
ing the successful renewal of the char-
ter.   Linda was a plaintiff in a Voting 
Rights Act (VRA) lawsuit against the 
WCCUSD with a settlement agreement 
that in 2020 they would finally follow 
the VRA after about a year of stalling. 
Her longtime profession is as a free-
lance graphic artist and artist. 
www.WildcatArts.com.
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Ben Steinberg
Ben is a senior exec-
utive with extensive 
nonprofit manage-
ment experience in 
community develop-

ment, education, and finance.  When 
Ben’s daughter began kindergarten, Ben 
focused on local public education issues, 
including wasteful practices in the local 
school district’s bond-funded school 
construction program. Ben was one of a 
team of local education advocates who 
drew attention to this issue. Eventually, 
the community’s efforts led to a district-
approved forensic audit of the construc-
tion program. After the construction 
manager refused to open its books for 
the forensic audit and the school district 
and Board of Trustees refused to force 
compliance, the forensic audit was never 
fully completed. Community parents did 
not have the financial resources to hire 
an attorney to force the construction 
manager to open its books.

CABOC ADVISORS
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CABOC STAFF

EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR 
Anton Jungherr
Along with Jack Weir, 
Anton co-founded 
CABOC in Sept. 
2019. Anton receives 

an $100 per month stipend which he 
contributes directly back to CABOC.  
See page 4 & 6 for more complete bios. 

ADMINISTRATION 
MANAGER
Denise Sheehan 
Denise provides ad-
ministrative support 
to CABOC.  She is 
the former Business 

Manager of Contra Costa Taxpayers 
Association.  She is the owner of two 
small businesses including “A Grace-
ful Stitch” that designs, produces, and 
distributes quilt patterns and fabric 
lines. Denise is the author of two quilt-
ing how-to books that are sold through 
quilt stores and Amazon. She teaches 
quilting classes at local stores and 
throughout the country.  Denise has 
two adult daughters.  In her previous 
life before children, she worked for the 
Piedmont Unified School District.

n

GENERAL 
COUNSEL
Susan Lustig, Esq.
Susan has been a 
licensed attorney in 
California for more 
than 25 years. She 

practices family law in San Luis Obispo 
and Santa Barbara Counties. 
    For 12 years, Ms. Lustig served as the 
Administrative Director of the Confer-
ence of Western Attorneys General 
(CWAG) Alliance Partnership, which 
builds relationships between U.S. and 
Mexican Attorneys General’s Office, 
and provides training programs in sup-
port of criminal justice system reforms 
and Rule of Law efforts in Mexico. 
   Ms. Lustig oversaw the development, 
planning and implementation of train-
ing programs for Mexican criminal 
justice professionals, including prosecu-
tors, investigators and forensic scien-
tists, in support of Mexican criminal 
justice system reforms. She received a 
Diploma of Specialization in Criminal 
Law at the XXXIV Courses in Legal 
Specialization from the University of 
Salamanca [Spain] in 2014, and an LLM 
in Trial Litigation, in Spanish, from 
California Western School of Law in 
San Diego in 2019, magna cum laude.  
CABOC Pays $1 per year for retainer.

GRAPHICS  MISTRESS
Linda Ruiz-Lozito  
See page 12 for bio.

info.caboc@gmail.com  n 121 Ash Court, Hercules, CA 94547 n www.BondOversight.org

DATABASE 
MANAGER
Dominic Recto
Dominic helps 
maintain the database 
for CABOC. He is 
a student in Diablo 

Valley Community College. He plans 
to transfer to UC Davis and major in 
computer engineering. He has a passion 
for programming and design, having 
been an important member of his high 
school robotics club at Hercules High 
and taking programming classes at 
DVC, as well as having experience as a 
paid graphic design intern at Kennedy 
High. He was also the section leader 
for the Bass section in his high school’s 
orchestra, having played the instrument 
since middle school. n

S A V E   T H E   D A T E

October 14, 2023
10am - 1pm

 CABOC 3rd Annual  
Statewide  
Conference

Sponsored by  
Moss Adams




